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Piaget, Kohlberg and Vygotsky: constructs and critical 
perspectives MCQ 

 

Question 1: Jean Piaget's theory of cognitive development focuses on: a) Social 
learning b) Emotional intelligence c) Moral reasoning d) Intellectual growth 

Answer: d) Intellectual growth 

Question 2: Piaget's theory suggests that cognitive development occurs through: a) 
Maturation and genes alone b) Social interactions only c) Both maturation and social 
interactions d) Formal education only 

Answer: c) Both maturation and social interactions 

Question 3: According to Piaget, what is the term for the process of adjusting 

existing mental structures to incorporate new information? a) Assimilation b) 
Accommodation c) Equilibrium d) Adaptation 

Answer: b) Accommodation 

Question 4: Kohlberg's theory of moral development is based on: a) Emotional 
development b) Intellectual growth c) Social conformity d) Physical maturation 

Answer: b) Intellectual growth 

Question 5: Kohlberg's stages of moral development are categorized into three 

levels. Which of the following is NOT one of those levels? a) Conventional b) 
Preconventional c) Postconventional d) Extraneous 

Answer: d) Extraneous 

Question 6: According to Kohlberg, moral reasoning develops through: a) Genetic 
factors b) Social interactions c) Emotional experiences d) Maturation of physical 
abilities 

Answer: b) Social interactions 

Question 7: Lawrence Kohlberg's theory emphasizes the role of __________ in the 

development of moral reasoning. a) Maturation b) Cultural norms c) Biological 
factors d) Emotional intelligence 

Answer: b) Cultural norms 
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Question 8: Lev Vygotsky's sociocultural theory of development emphasizes the 

importance of: a) Genetic factors b) Individual differences c) Social interactions and 
cultural context d) Innate abilities 

Answer: c) Social interactions and cultural context 

Question 9: According to Vygotsky, what is the zone where a learner can perform a 

task with the help of a more knowledgeable individual? a) Zone of Procrastination 
b) Zone of Motivation c) Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) d) Zone of Isolation 

Answer: c) Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) 

Question 10: Vygotsky's theory places great emphasis on the role of __________ in 

cognitive development. a) Biological maturation b) Independent exploration c) 
Guided participation d) Emotional expression 

Answer: c) Guided participation 

Question 11: According to Piaget, what is the term for the ability to understand that 

the quantity of a substance remains the same even when its appearance changes? a) 
Conservation b) Egocentrism c) Assimilation d) Accommodation 

Answer: a) Conservation 

Question 12: Kohlberg's stages of moral development are divided into how many 

levels? a) 1 b) 2 c) 3 d) 6 

Answer: c) 3 

Question 13: Which of the following best describes Kohlberg's highest stage of 

moral reasoning? a) Morality is determined by avoiding punishment b) Morality is 
based on social approval and maintaining relationships c) Morality is defined by 
adherence to societal laws and norms d) Morality is guided by universal ethical 
principles 

Answer: d) Morality is guided by universal ethical principles 

Question 14: Vygotsky's theory highlights the importance of __________ as a critical 

tool for cognitive development. a) Isolation b) Solitary play c) Social interaction and 
language d) Independent exploration 

Answer: c) Social interaction and language 
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Question 15: Piaget's stages of cognitive development include which of the 

following stages? a) Preconventional, conventional, postconventional b) 
Sensorimotor, preoperational, concrete operational, formal operational c) Trust vs. 
mistrust, autonomy vs. shame and doubt, initiative vs. guilt d) Identity vs. role 
confusion, intimacy vs. isolation, generativity vs. stagnation 

Answer: b) Sensorimotor, preoperational, concrete operational, formal operational 

Question 16: According to Kohlberg, moral development progresses through stages 

of increasing: a) Emotional intelligence b) Social conformity c) Cognitive complexity 
and ethical reasoning d) Biological maturation 

Answer: c) Cognitive complexity and ethical reasoning 

Question 17: Vygotsky's theory suggests that learning is best achieved through: a) 
Isolation and independent exploration b) Observational learning c) Social interactions 
and collaboration d) Genetic predisposition 

Answer: c) Social interactions and collaboration 

Question 18: Piaget's term "egocentrism" refers to: a) A child's ability to understand 
another person's perspective b) A child's inability to understand another person's 
perspective c) A child's advanced moral reasoning d) A child's strong empathy skills 

Answer: b) A child's inability to understand another person's perspective 

Question 19: Vygotsky's theory emphasizes the role of __________ in guiding a 

child's cognitive development. a) Emotional experiences b) Genetic factors c) Inner 
motivation d) Social interaction and instruction 

Answer: d) Social interaction and instruction 

Question 20: According to Kohlberg, the highest level of moral development 

involves: a) Adherence to cultural norms b) Obedience to authority c) Universally 
applicable ethical principles d) Self-interest and personal gain 

Answer: c) Universally applicable ethical principles 

Question 21: Piaget's cognitive development theory suggests that children construct 

their understanding of the world through: a) Passive observation b) Direct 
instruction from adults c) Genetic predisposition d) Active interaction with the 
environment 

Answer: d) Active interaction with the environment 
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Question 22: Kohlberg's moral reasoning theory has been criticized for: a) 
Overemphasizing the role of genetics b) Underestimating the role of social factors c) 
Failing to address cultural diversity d) Excluding the influence of peers 

Answer: c) Failing to address cultural diversity 

Question 23: According to Vygotsky, what term describes the process of children 

initially learning through social interaction and then internalizing those 

interactions as cognitive tools? a) Assimilation b) Accommodation c) Guided 
participation d) Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) 

Answer: c) Guided participation 

Question 24: Kohlberg's theory of moral development has been criticized for: a) 
Failing to emphasize the role of cognitive development b) Focusing too much on the 
role of emotions c) Overestimating the role of cultural factors d) Lacking a clear 
progression of stages 

Answer: c) Overestimating the role of cultural factors 

Question 25: According to Piaget, during which stage do children develop the 

ability to think abstractly and reason hypothetically? a) Sensorimotor stage b) 
Preoperational stage c) Concrete operational stage d) Formal operational stage 

Answer: d) Formal operational stage 

Question 26: According to Kohlberg, in which stage of moral development do 

individuals make decisions based on avoiding punishment? a) Preconventional b) 
Conventional c) Postconventional d) Autonomous 

Answer: a) Preconventional 

Question 27: Vygotsky's theory emphasizes the importance of __________ as the 

primary means of transmitting culture to new generations. a) Passive observation b) 
Direct instruction c) Independent exploration d) Social interaction 

Answer: d) Social interaction 

Question 28: According to Piaget, which stage is characterized by the ability to 

understand the conservation of mass, weight, and volume? a) Sensorimotor stage b) 
Preoperational stage c) Concrete operational stage d) Formal operational stage 

Answer: c) Concrete operational stage 
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Question 29: According to Kohlberg, which level of moral development is 

characterized by adherence to societal laws and norms? a) Preconventional b) 
Conventional c) Postconventional d) Autonomous 

Answer: b) Conventional 

Question 30: Vygotsky's term "scaffolding" refers to: a) Providing children with 
physical support during play b) Encouraging children to explore independently c) 
Providing guidance and support to help children learn within their ZPD d) Letting 
children solve problems completely on their own 

Answer: c) Providing guidance and support to help children learn within their ZPD 

Question 31: Piaget's cognitive development theory has been criticized for: a) 
Overemphasizing the role of biological factors b) Ignoring the influence of culture c) 
Underestimating the impact of social interactions d) Focusing solely on moral 
development 

Answer: b) Ignoring the influence of culture 

Question 32: Kohlberg's theory has been criticized for: a) Overemphasizing the role 
of biology b) Underestimating the importance of social influences c) Failing to address 
the development of abstract thinking d) Excluding the role of language in moral 
development 

Answer: b) Underestimating the importance of social influences 

Question 33: According to Vygotsky, what term refers to the tools and signs that 

help individuals think and solve problems? a) Conservation b) Scaffolding c) 
Cultural tools d) Egocentrism 

Answer: c) Cultural tools 

Question 34: Piaget's theory suggests that children's cognitive development is 

characterized by periods of equilibrium and: a) Uniformity b) Instability c) 
Regression d) Resistance 

Answer: b) Instability 

Question 35: Kohlberg's stages of moral development are often criticized for: a) 
Overemphasizing the role of social interactions b) Lacking a clear progression c) 
Ignoring the role of emotions d) Focusing too much on abstract reasoning 

Answer: b) Lacking a clear progression 
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Question 36: Vygotsky's theory is often criticized for: a) Ignoring the role of cultural 
factors b) Underestimating the role of social interactions c) Excluding the importance 
of language d) Overemphasizing the role of emotions 

Answer: a) Ignoring the role of cultural factors 

Question 37: According to Piaget, which stage of cognitive development is 

characterized by symbolic thinking and language development? a) Sensorimotor 
stage b) Preoperational stage c) Concrete operational stage d) Formal operational stage 

Answer: b) Preoperational stage 

Question 38: According to Kohlberg, which level of moral development involves 

reasoning based on personal gain and self-interest? a) Preconventional b) 
Conventional c) Postconventional d) Autonomous 

Answer: a) Preconventional 

Question 39: Which aspect of Vygotsky's theory is often criticized for its lack of 

clear empirical evidence? a) The concept of ZPD b) The role of cultural tools c) The 
emphasis on social interactions d) The importance of guided participation 

Answer: a) The concept of ZPD 

Question 40: Piaget's theory emphasizes that cognitive development occurs through 

the process of: a) Observational learning b) Repetitive behavior c) Maturation d) 
Active interaction with the environment 

Answer: d) Active interaction with the environment 

Question 41: Kohlberg's theory has been criticized for its lack of emphasis on: a) 
Biological factors b) Moral reasoning c) Social influences d) Abstract thinking 

Answer: c) Social influences 

Question 42: Vygotsky's theory suggests that cognitive development is greatly 

influenced by: a) Individual abilities b) Genetic factors c) Cultural context and social 
interactions d) Biological maturation 

Answer: c) Cultural context and social interactions 

Question 43: According to Piaget, children in the sensorimotor stage primarily rely 

on: a) Abstract reasoning b) Symbolic thought c) Sensory experiences and motor 
actions d) Social interactions 
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Answer: c) Sensory experiences and motor actions 

Question 44: Kohlberg's theory focuses on the development of: a) Cognitive skills b) 
Emotional intelligence c) Moral reasoning d) Physical abilities 

Answer: c) Moral reasoning 

Question 45: Vygotsky's theory suggests that cognitive development is enhanced 

through: a) Independent exploration b) Passive observation c) Social interaction and 
guided participation d) Genetic predisposition 

Answer: c) Social interaction and guided participation 

Question 46: Piaget's theory is often criticized for: a) Underestimating the impact of 
cultural factors b) Ignoring the role of social interactions c) Overemphasizing the role 
of language d) Focusing solely on moral development 

Answer: a) Underestimating the impact of cultural factors 

Question 47: According to Kohlberg, which level of moral development involves 

reasoning based on societal laws and norms? a) Preconventional b) Conventional c) 
Postconventional d) Autonomous 

Answer: b) Conventional 

Question 48: Vygotsky's theory emphasizes the role of __________ in children's 

cognitive development. a) Genetic predisposition b) Independent exploration c) 
Social interaction and cultural context d) Physical maturation 

Answer: c) Social interaction and cultural context 

Question 49: According to Piaget, which stage is characterized by the development 

of logical reasoning and conservation skills? a) Sensorimotor stage b) Preoperational 
stage c) Concrete operational stage d) Formal operational stage 

Answer: c) Concrete operational stage 

Question 50: Vygotsky's concept of the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) 

emphasizes: a) Independent problem-solving b) Genetic factors c) The role of cultural 
tools d) Assistance from a knowledgeable individual 

Answer: d) Assistance from a knowledgeable individual 
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