Language & Thought MCQ

Question 1: Language is a complex system that enables humans to: a) Communicate only
through words b) Express emotions but not ideas ¢) Communicate thoughts, feelings, and
ideas d) Communicate using gestures only

Answer: ¢) Communicate thoughts, feelings, and ideas

Question 2: The term "language acquisition device" was coined by: a) B.F. Skinner b) Jean
Piaget c) Lev Vygotsky d) Noam Chomsky

Answer: d) Noam Chomsky

Question 3: The process of associating sounds with meanings and constructing sentences
is known as: a) Syntax b) Semantics c) Phonetics d) Language acquisition

Answer: b) Semantics

Question 4: Which theory emphasizes that language influences thought and perception? a)
Linguistic determinism b) Behaviorism c) Social learning theory d) Cognitive development
theory

Answer: a) Linguistic determinism

Question 5: The concept that different languages create different ways of thinking is
known as: a) Linguistic relativity b) Phonetics c) Syntax d) Language acquisition

Answer: a) Linguistic relativity

Question 6: The basic sounds of speech are called: a) Words b) Sentences c) Phonemes d)
Morphemes

Answer: c¢) Phonemes

Question 7: According to the linguistic relativity hypothesis, speakers of different
languages will have: a) The same thought patterns b) Different thought patterns influenced
by their language c) No impact on their thought patterns d) No ability to communicate with
each other

Answer: b) Different thought patterns influenced by their language

Question 8: The smallest units of language that carry meaning are called: a) Sentences b)
Phrases c¢) Words d) Morphemes

Answer: d) Morphemes
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Question 9: The ability to understand and produce an infinite number of meaningful
sentences is due to: a) Language development b) Syntax c) Phonetics d) Chomsky's language
acquisition device

Answer: b) Syntax

Question 10: The hypothesis that language shapes and limits human thought and
perception is called: a) Behaviorism b) Universal grammar c) Linguistic determinism d) Social
learning theory

Answer: c) Linguistic determinism

Question 11: The term "telegraphic speech" refers to: a) Highly complex sentences b) Long
and detailed sentences c) Short and concise sentences with essential words d) Expressive
gestures

Answer: c) Short and concise sentences with essential words

Question 12: The process of learning the rules of grammar and vocabulary in a language is
known as: a) Phonetics b) Semantics c) Syntax d) Language acquisition

Answer: d) Language acquisition

Question 13: According to the linguistic relativity hypothesis, language influences: a)
Culture only b) Thought and perception c¢) Emotional expression d) Phonetics

Answer: b) Thought and perception

Question 14: The hypothesis that language shapes thought but does not determine it
completely is called: a) Universal grammar b) Linguistic determinism c) Linguistic relativity
d) Behaviorism

Answer: ¢) Linguistic relativity

Question 15: The term "phonemes" refers to: a) Individual words in a sentence b) Sounds
used to distinguish words in a language c) The grammatical structure of a sentence d)
Gestures used for communication

Answer: b) Sounds used to distinguish words in a language

Question 16: The "critical period" for language acquisition refers to: a) The period when
language acquisition is impossible b) A specific period during which language is acquired

most easily c) The time when phonetics are learned d) A stage of language development

Answer: b) A specific period during which language is acquired most easily
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Question 17: The hypothesis that language and thought develop independently is known
as: a) Linguistic determinism b) Universal grammar c) Modularity theory d) Behaviorism

Answer: ¢) Modularity theory

Question 18: A child's early language development is influenced by: a) Genetic factors only
b) Environmental factors only c) Both genetic and environmental factors d) Cultural factors
only

Answer: c) Both genetic and environmental factors

Question 19: The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis is also known as the theory of: a) Universal
grammar b) Linguistic determinism c) Modularity theory d) Behaviorism

Answer: b) Linguistic determinism

Question 20: Which of the following is NOT a component of language development? a)
Phonetics b) Semantics c) Social learning d) Syntax

Answer: ¢) Social learning

Question 21: According to the linguistic relativity hypothesis, language influences thought
and perception: a) To a small extent b) Completely and rigidly c) Only in children d) Through
cultural factors

Answer: a) To a small extent

Question 22: The term "overgeneralization" in language development refers to: a) Using
complex syntax b) Overusing irregular past tense forms c) Applying grammatical rules
correctly d) Using regional accents

Answer: b) Overusing irregular past tense forms

Question 23: The ability to produce and understand an infinite number of sentences is
known as: a) Pragmatics b) Syntax ¢) Grammar d) Linguistic competence

Answer: d) Linguistic competence

Question 24: Which theory suggests that language and thought develop independently? a)
Linguistic determinism b) Universal grammar c¢) Modularity theory d) Behaviorism

Answer: ¢) Modularity theory

Question 25: Which of the following is NOT a function of language? a) Communication b)
Expression of emotions only ¢) Conveying information d) Developing thought processes
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Answer: b) Expression of emotions only

Question 26: The critical period for language acquisition typically ends around the age of:
a) 3 years b) 6 years c) 12 years d) Puberty

Answer: d) Puberty

Question 27: The ability to use language appropriately in different social contexts is known
as: a) Pragmatics b) Phonetics c) Syntax d) Semantics

Answer: a) Pragmatics

Question 28: Which theory emphasizes that language and thought are tightly connected? a)
Linguistic determinism b) Universal grammar c¢) Modularity theory d) Behaviorism

Answer: a) Linguistic determinism

Question 29: The process of combining words to create meaningful sentences is called: a)
Pragmatics b) Syntax c) Semantics d) Phonetics

Answer: b) Syntax

Question 30: The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis suggests that language: a) Determines thought
completely b) Influences thought but doesn't determine it completely c) Develops after
thought d) Is irrelevant to thought processes

Answer: b) Influences thought but doesn't determine it completely

Question 31: The acquisition of language typically begins during: a) Adolescence b) Infancy
¢) Childhood d) Adulthood

Answer: b) Infancy

Question 32: Which of the following is NOT one of the stages of language development
proposed by Jean Piaget? a) Sensorimotor stage b) Preoperational stage c) Concrete
operational stage d) Formal operational stage

Answer: d) Formal operational stage

Question 33: The process of using language to communicate effectively is known as: a)
Phonetics b) Syntax c) Pragmatics d) Semantics

Answer: c¢) Pragmatics

Question 34: The process of learning the meanings of words and phrases is known as: a)
Syntax b) Semantics c) Pragmatics d) Phonetics
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Answer: b) Semantics

Question 35: Which theory suggests that humans are born with an innate ability for
language acquisition? a) Universal grammar b) Linguistic determinism c) Modularity theory
d) Behaviorism

Answer: a) Universal grammar

Question 36: The term "metalinguistic awareness" refers to: a) Awareness of the sounds of
language b) Awareness of one's own linguistic abilities c) Ability to speak multiple languages
d) The ability to write in different scripts

Answer: b) Awareness of one's own linguistic abilities

Question 37: The process of adjusting language to accommodate the needs of the listener
is called: a) Phonetics b) Semantics c) Pragmatics d) Syntax

Answer: c¢) Pragmatics

Question 38: The idea that language shapes thought and perception is closely associated
with: a) Noam Chomsky b) Lev Vygotsky c) Benjamin Lee Whorf d) Jean Piaget

Answer: c¢) Benjamin Lee Whorf

Question 39: The ability to recognize and manipulate the sounds of language is known as:
a) Syntax b) Semantics c) Phonetics d) Pragmatics

Answer: ¢) Phonetics

Question 40: According to the linguistic relativity hypothesis, language influences: a)
Cultural norms b) Thought and perception c) Behavior only d) Social interaction

Answer: b) Thought and perception

Question 41: The critical period for language acquisition refers to: a) The period when
language acquisition is impossible b) A specific period during which language is acquired
most easily c) The time when phonetics are learned d) A stage of cognitive development

Answer: b) A specific period during which language is acquired most easily

Question 42: The process of combining phonemes and morphemes to create meaningful
language is called: a) Syntax b) Pragmatics c) Semantics d) Phonetics

Answer: a) Syntax
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Question 43: The hypothesis that language and thought develop independently is known
as: a) Linguistic determinism b) Universal grammar c) Modularity theory d) Behaviorism

Answer: ¢) Modularity theory

Question 44: The term "private speech" refers to: a) Silent thought b) Speech used for
communication c) Speech directed at oneself d) Speech used to entertain others

Answer: c) Speech directed at oneself

Question 45: Which of the following is NOT a function of language? a) Communication b)
Expression of emotions only c¢) Conveying information d) Developing thought processes

Answer: b) Expression of emotions only

Question 46: The term "syntax" refers to: a) The meanings of words and phrases b) The
smallest units of language c) The rules for combining words to create meaningful sentences
d) The sounds of language

Answer: ¢) The rules for combining words to create meaningful sentences

Question 47: The process of using language to communicate effectively is known as: a)
Phonetics b) Syntax c) Pragmatics d) Semantics

Answer: c¢) Pragmatics

Question 48: The acquisition of language typically begins during: a) Adolescence b) Infancy
¢) Childhood d) Adulthood

Answer: b) Infancy

Question 49: Which theory emphasizes that language and thought are tightly connected? a)
Linguistic determinism b) Universal grammar c¢) Modularity theory d) Behaviorism

Answer: a) Linguistic determinism
Question 50: The term "telegraphic speech" refers to: a) Highly complex sentences b) Long
and detailed sentences c) Short and concise sentences with essential words d) Expressive

gestures

Answer: ¢) Short and concise sentences with essential words
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