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Jallianwala Bagh Massacre 

Jallianwala Bagh Massacre also called Massacre of Amritsar, incident on 

April 13, 1919, in which British troops fired on a large crowd of unarmed 

Indians in an open space known as the Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar in the 

Punjab region (now in Punjab state) of India, killing several hundred 

people and wounding many hundreds more 

A large peaceful crowd had gathered at the Jallianwala 

Bagh in Amritsar,  Punjab to protest against the arrest of pro-Indian 

independence leaders Dr. Saifuddin Kitchlew and Dr. Satya Pal. In 

response to the public gathering, the Anglo-Indian Brigadier R. E. H.  

Dyer surrounded the Bagh with British Indian army units. he ordered 

them to shoot at the crowd, continuing to fire even as the protestors tried 

to flee. The troops kept on firing until their ammunition was exhausted.  

Estimates of those killed vary between 379 and 1500+ people and over 

1,200 other people were injured of whom 192 were seriously injured, his 

incident shocked Rabindranath Tagore, an Indian polymath and the first 

Asian Nobel laureate, to such an extent that he renounced his knighthood,  
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Two days after the massacre, Martial Law was clamped down on five 

districts - Lahore, Amritsar, Gujranwala, Gujarat and Lyallpore. 

The declaration of Martial Law was to empower the Viceroy to direct 

immediate trial by court-martial of any person involved in the 

revolutionary activities. 

A memorial was set up by the Government of India in 1951 at Jallianwala 

Bagh to commemorate the spirit of Indian revolutionaries and the people 

who lost their lives in the brutal massacre.  In March 2019, the Yaad-e-

Jallian Museum was inaugurated showcasing an authentic account of the 

massacre. 
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